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places, and there was great fear of contagion, and jealousy of trading between place and place; for instance, Colches-ter had the plague rather badly, and other places objected to receiving oysters from that town.
THE FIRE.
Some of the most interesting pages of the Diary relate to the Plague and to the Fire. The latter caused such wide-spread destruction that it necessitated the rebuilding of London. An Act of Parliament was passed "for erecting a Judicature for determination of differences touching Houses burned or demolished by reason of the late Fire which happened in London" (18 and 19 Car. II., cap. 7), and Sir Matthew Hale was the moving spirit in planning it and in carrying out its provisions when it was passed. Bur net affirms that it was through his judgment and fore-sight " that the whole city was raised out of its ashes without any suits of law" (vol. iv., p. 186). By a subsequent Act (18 and 19 Car. II., cap. 8), the machinery for a satisfac-tory rebuilding of the city was arranged, and the principle                        fy
of melioration (now known as betterment) was included in this Act through the influence of Hale. Pepys alludes to this on December 5th, 1666 (vol. vii., p. 224). The rulings of the judges appointed by these Acts gave general satisfaction, and after a time the city was rebuilt very much on the old lines, and things went on as before. In the meantime, however, there was great distress and incon-venience, and it certainly says much for the fortitude of the Londoners that they bore this great disaster so bravely. One and all did their best to lighten the trouble. Penn and Pepys were ready in resource, and saw to the blowing up of houses to check the spread of the flames, the former bringing workmen out of the dockyards to help in the work (vol. v., p. 424). The daily records of the fire and of the movements of the people are most striking. Now we see the river crowded with boats filled with the goods of those who are houseless, and then we pass to Moorfields, where are crowds carrying their belongings about with them, and doing their best to keep these separate till some huts can be built to receive them.ription, maliciously forged and published that abominable falsehood, viz., that I, Alex. Burnet, of St Gabriel, Fenchurch, London, Dr. in Physic, did killme we see from an interesting passage in the Diary, under the date August 23rd, 1662 :en before granted to the
